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Orland School District 135 

Committee of the Whole Meeting 
(Finance/Facilities & Planning) 

 

Monday, January 11, 2016, 6:00 p.m. 

Liberty School, Multipurpose Room 

8801 W. 151st St., Orland Park, Illinois 

 

 

 

Minutes 
 

A meeting of the Committee of the Whole of Orland School District 135 was held on 

Monday, January 11, 2016, at 6:00 p.m. at the Administration Center, 15100 S. 94th Ave., 

Orland Park, Illinois. Notice of the meeting was emailed to members of the Board and to 

news media on Friday, January 8, 2016. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:04 p.m. Present: 
 

Committee/Board Members: Laura Berry, Devin Hodge, Sandra Kulak, Michael Maratea, 

Greg Okon, Angie Sexton, Dave Shalabi 

Administrators: Supt. Dr. Janet Stutz, Asst. Supt. Dr. Lynn Zeder, Asst. Supt. John Bryk, 

Curriculum Director Dave Snyder, Asst. Curriculum Director Brian Fogarty, 

Finance Director Carl Forn, Communications Director Jen Beshansky, 

Technology Director Dan Doogan, Risk Management and Safety Director 

Jerry Hughes. 

Also Present: Mary Jo Moore, Orland Jr. High 

 
 

BOARD MEMBER DISCUSSIONS – Non-Agenda Items: None 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT – Education 
 

Calendar/Trimesters: Discussion & Feedback: The Board reviewed the draft 2016-17 school 

calendar, along with the proposed trimester schedule, as previously discussed at the 

September 14 and December 14 Committee of the Whole meetings. Per the latter discussion, 

trimester communication was sent to all District families during the winter break. Feedback 

received was overall positive. In response to key feedback, clarification was provided that the 

trimester’s longer grading intervals would be more conducive to assessment schedules, and allow 

students a better opportunity to improve grades. Parents would also continue to receive progress 

reports and have access to PowerSchool. It was further clarified that a trimester schedule would 

not extend beyond the current 174 pupil attendance days. 
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The proposed trimesters would fall within the standard 174 pupil attendance days for all grades, 

with specials (art, music, gym, etc.) planned on a quarterly schedule. Discussion included the 

option of implementing a doubled period of language arts in grades 6-8. Summer, winter and 

spring breaks would remain unchanged. Winter and spring breaks would continue to align with 

District 230’s calendar as per Board policy. Discussion included concerns regarding adequate data 

and feedback from staff and parents. 
 

Following discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to hold on approval of the proposed 

trimester schedule until further consideration, and to move forward with approving the draft 

2016-17 school calendar with a quarterly schedule during the January 11 regular meeting. Further 

discussions on the proposed trimester schedule will continue next month. 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS – Finance/Facilities 
 

Transportation Update: Discussion was held regarding the status of drafting bid options for 

regular education transportation services, beginning the 2016-17 school year. Administration 

reviewed the process of bid language and structure, noting that the bid should be ready for 

release next week. The bid will entail two alternate bid options: A) bid entire package; and B) bid 

on a percentage package. It was clarified that Option B entails a split percentage of 60/40 with 

routes grouped by campus to ensure different companies are not providing services to the same 

schools. Discussion included concerns with tier schedules, driver shortage, and ensuring an 

equivalent quality of services is provided for all District 135 families receiving transportation. 

 

Fee Structure: Discussion was held regarding consideration for the 2016-17 student fee structure, 

which newly delineates fees for Early Childhood, Full Day Kindergarten, heart rate straps for 

Grades 6, 7 & 8, and pay bus fees for both round-trip and one-way (pay bus fees apply to students 

requesting bus service who reside less than 1.5 miles from school). Fee increases were proposed 

for several categories, including: Grade 1, textbooks, workbooks and technology, and heart rate 

straps. 
 

In addition, it was explained that the student fee schedule and facility rental fees were historically 

approved at different times in the school year and would be more beneficial to approve student 

and facility fees at one time. Said fees would remain separate motions, as they apply to separate 

entities. 
 

Discussion included concerns for technology refresh cycles and textbook rotation 

schedules/curricular supplies. It was requested to review District 230’s device fee/process, and 

consideration for whether District 135 students could retain their devices upon graduation. In 

terms of textbooks, it was noted that there is divergent feedback on purchases of resources that 

change rapidly. 
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Kindergarten Facilities: Discussion was held regarding the status of facility improvements at the 

primary schools in preparation for next year’s full-day kindergarten program. Discussion 

included an overview of projected vs. actual project costs. An update will be provided as projects 

continue. 
 

Prairie is near completion. The relocation of Park School’s main entrance and principal’s office 

space will be completed in Summer 2016, which will increase security and safety measures during 

drop off and pick-up times, and with visitors at the school. A computer lab at Center will be 

renovated into a classroom, and learning walls have been ordered for five classrooms at 

Centennial. It was noted that Centennial has the smallest class size at 600 square feet; it was 

therefore determined that Centennial would receive the most benefit with learning walls. It was 

clarified that, while initial proposals included learning walls at all primary buildings, the 

completed renovations were able to negate the need at three of the schools. Installation of the 

learning walls will be completed by the District’s Maintenance Team, incurring a considerable 

savings for the District. In addition, it was noted that the addition of learning walls at Centennial 

has helped lower projected class sections. The District will continue to closely monitor enrollment 

as a second round of kindergarten registration is scheduled for February 1 & 2. 

  

ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business at this time, Mr. Maratea moved (Ms. Sexton seconded) that the 

meeting be adjourned. Voice vote: all ayes, no nays. Motion carried (7:13 p.m.). 

 

/jo 

 


